19 Blues 

2012 Grand Final 

The remarkable U19 rivalry between De La Salle and Old Xaverians at this level continued.  The 4th grand final in a row between these clubs and the 5th  in 7 years.  

Xavs had got the points in all 3 previous encounters this season but in each one of these games we were in a winning position.  No doubt that last weekends preliminary against St Bernards was the extra run we needed as for the first time in several weeks we looked to have found some form. 

We made a good start and led by 3 goals at the first break.  They came hard in the second but each time we found a reply.  A dominant period leading up to half time as we extended the margin to 5 goals at the main break.  Seb Gotch played a fantastic first half, running hard and creating opportunities while Josh Fisher was rebounding everything off half back.  Oscar Persson imposing himself at Centre Half Forward while Charlie Haley and Hugh Nicholson were  proving a handful for the Xavs defence. 

The third quarter was epic stuff.  Three quick goals to Xavs and the game was on the line. A few times they looked like running over the top but we kept them at bay with desperate defending.  The backline stood up under extreme pressure with Brooks, McGraw and Mattiske leading the way.  The ¾ time lead of 13 points was quickly reduced to 7. But we really dug deep.  Two quick goals to Howard and we had some breathing space.  Goals to Charlie Haley and Nicholson then followed. Brad Wilson exceptional around the clearances in the last quarter as we ran away with the game with the game to record a brilliant 40 point win.    A fantastic team effort with everyone making a contribution.  Our 6th Under 19 Premier Division Flag in 9 years.    

* Footnote:  On Thursday afternoon Hugh Nicholson almost severed his thumb at work.  He had surgery on Friday and was told not to play.  He required plastic surgery to close the wound but this required several weeks of no activity. He declined.  With a heavily bandaged thumb full of stitches and a protective guard making ball handling difficult he took the field. Due to the nature of the injury he was unable to take anything but take a few Panadol and played the game in extreme pain.  He kicked 4 goals, set up several others and was awarded the Best on Ground medal.  Toughness and bravery in football field is measured in different ways.  This effort is right up there.     

De La Salle 

15.10.100

Old Xavs

9.6.60
Goal Kickers: H. Nicholson 4, C. Haley 4, J. Howard 3, B. Wilson , J. Bull , J. Fisher , S. Gotch 
Best Players: H. Nicholson, B. Wilson, J. Fisher, S. Brooks, J. Mattiske, s. McGraw
